
February 22, 2017 
Dung Beetles - 2017 Summer Survey 
 
Dear landholder, 
 
It’s been a good Summer for dung beetles – which species are working on your farm? 
 
Between 2006 and 2008 Landcare ran a 
project to determine which species of 
introduced dung beetles were present in 
the Goulburn Broken Catchment and what 
the distribution of the different species was. 
At the project’s outset, there were seven 
species of introduced dung beetle present 
in the GBC (taurus, fulvus, pallipes, 
aygulus, alexis, spiniger, bison). The most 
common and widespread species were the 
summer-active taurus and fulvus – the little 
black ones and the little tan-couloured 
ones. 
 
As part of that project 128 dung beetle 
‘starter colonies’, of nine different species, 
were released across the Goulburn Broken Catchment. The releases included both summer- and 
winter-active dung beetles (map over-page). The goal of the releases was to establish additional 
species that would increase the amount of dung being buried by dung beetles across all seasons, 
thereby improving on-farm fertility and reducing nutrient run-off into wetlands, streams and dams.  
 
Now, ten years on, it’s time to reassess the status of dung beetles in our catchment. Has the 
species diversity of dung beetles on your farm improved? Were the releases of ‘new’ species ten 
years ago successful? Those of you with stock will already have noticed that it’s been a good 
season for summer dung beetle activity, so now seems an ideal time to check what’s around. 
 
Surveying the dung beetles on your property is easy - here’s how you can help. 
 
You will need:  

• A bucket, about half-full of water.  
• A shovel or garden trowel.  
• A plastic, ice-cream, or take-away, container with lid.  
• An old spoon, or an old tea strainer.  
• An empty tin can, or old cup.  
• Very hot water, or a freezer. 

 
Here’s what to do:  

1. With the bucket and shovel/trowel in hand, go to an area where there is plenty of one to two-day 
old cow dung (not too old and not too fresh – ‘Goldilocks poo, so to speak, -just right!).  

2. Approach dung pads quickly and quietly. Beetles are very sensitive to vibration and will quickly 
retreat into their tunnels if they detect you approaching.  

3. If possible, locate a dung pad that shows sign of dung beetle activity (scrape the top away to 
check, or look for soil castes around the pad, cracks in the crust).  

4. Using the shovel/trowel, scoop up some or the entire pad, along with a little of soil from beneath 
the pad.  

5. Place this dung-soil sample in the bucket and gently agitate the mix with the shovel (with a 
washing machine action) to break up the dung and soil, which allows the beetles to float to the 
surface. Repeat the process, putting a few more dung samples in the bucket (eg four to six). 

6. After a few minutes, when most of the beetles have floated to the surface, scoop up a few dozen 
individuals (with an old tea strainer - making sure you get some of each of the different-looking 



sorts) and put them in the plastic container, without water, and put the lid on! Collecting 50 or so 
beetles from each location is usually a large enough sample. Sacrificing this many beetles won’t 
impact on the wild population. 

7. Transfer the beetles you’ve collected into the tin/cup and pour very hot/boiling water over them, 
which kills them instantly. Decant the water and let the beetles dry out a bit, then tip the dead 
beetles into a paper bag (if you have lots of beetles), or into an envelope. This way they’ll 
desiccate, rather than rot. Write your name, the date and collection location on the bag/envelope 
and peg the bag/envelopes in a dry, airy spot.  

8. After a week or so in a warm, dry spot, the dead beetles should be well desiccated (and not 
smelly). Now, contact me or your local landcare coordinator to arrange identification. 
 
If you have questions about any of this don’t hesitate to give me a call/email. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bertram Lobert 0409 433 276 bertram.lobert@activ8.net.au 
 
This project is supported by the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority’s Beyond 
SoilCare program through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare 
Programme.  
 

 
 

 


